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expedition following the violation of the treaty
rights of foreigners and Christians. Under the
French flag in Syria the Maronite villages were
rebuilt and repopulated and agriculture was re-
vived, whilst at Pekin the victorious allies wrung
the required concessions from the Son of Heaven.
Thus in eight years Napoleon had embarked upon
four military adventures. In each instance he
had been, not the aggressor, but the champion of
the oppressed ; in each case his armies had
returned victorious. There seemed no height to
which he might not aspire.